
U.S. GOV’T
CRIMES AGAINST

CIVILIANS

Citizens who cannot speak competently about cruelty are unable 
to protect themselves against tyranny and injustice.

– Darius Rejali, Torture and Democracy



These U.S. government projects and programs 

have included criminal or inhumane acts against 

civilians. 

(Some of these programs have also victimized 

intelligence and armed services personnel.) 

Each is supported by declassified documents, 

whistleblower testimony and extensive 

published investigation and documentation.

Learn more at birdseyeview.xyz
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Artichoke & Bluebird

Deliberate creation of dissociative identity disorder (multiple 

personalities) using trauma and inhumane practices for the 

purposes of mind control.

• BLUEBIRD was a 1950’s CIA research project to identify 

drugs and procedures to be used in interrogations to 

force confessions.

• In 1951, BLUEBIRD was expanded and renamed 

ARTICHOKE.

• Included deliberate traumatic creation of dissociative 

identity disorder (multiple personalities) for the 

purpose of mind control.

• ARTICHOKE and BLUEBIRD evolved into MKULTRA and 

associated programs.

The participation of psychiatrists and 
medical schools in mind control research 
was not a matter of a few scattered 
doctors pursuing questionable lines of 
investigation. Rather, the mind control 
experimentation was systematic, 
organized, and involved many leading 
psychiatrists and medical schools. 

– Colin A. Ross M.D.

https://www.wanttoknow.info/bluebird10pg


A 1951 Bluebird memo states that practical research was to be conducted to determine if these were possible:

Can we create by post-hypnotic control an action contrary to an individual’s basic moral principles? 

Can we… induce an… unwilling subject to such an extent that he will perform an act for our benefit? 

Could we seize a subject and in the space of an hour or two by post-hypnotic control have him crash an airplane, 
wreck a train, etc.?

Can we by [hypnotic] and [sleep inducing] techniques force a subject to travel long distances, commit specified acts 
and return to us or bring documents or materials? 

Can we guarantee total amnesia under any and all conditions?

Can we “alter” a person’s personality? 

Can we devise a system for making unwilling subjects into willing agents and then transfer that control to 
untrained agents in the field by use of codes or identifying signs?

– CSGlobe.com

http://csglobe.com/cia-the-secrets-of-mind-control/


Performed LSD experiments on human subjects at a mental 

hospital.

• A navy project under the direction of Doctor Charles 

Savage from 1947 to 1953.

• According to a Senate hearing document, the project 

was to “focus on the identification and testing of… drugs 

for use in interrogations and in the recruitment of 

agents. The research included laboratory experiments 

on animals and human subjects involving Anabasis 

aphylla, scopolamine, and mescaline in order to 

determine their speech-inducing qualities.”

• Tested the effects of increasing doses of LSD on mental 

patients.

Chatter

Described as an “offensive” program, 
CHATTER was supposed to devise means of 
obtaining information from people 
independent of their volition but without 
physical duress… Dr. Charles Savage 
conducted experiments with mescaline (a 
semi-synthetic extract of the peyote cactus 
that produces hallucinations similar to 
those caused by LSD) at the Navy Medical 
Research Institute in Bethesda, Maryland.

– Martin Lee & Bruce Shlain

https://www.amazon.com/Acid-Dreams-Complete-History-Sixties/dp/0802130623/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=acid+dreams&qid=1552841531&s=gateway&sr=8-1


Dr. Charles Savage gave depressed patients 20 micrograms of LSD on the first day, and then 
"increased daily up to a point where a definite psycho-physio-logical effect could be observed." 

What made the project particularly disturbing was the procedure with which Savage chose his 
patients. Described on page 4 of the report, Savage admits that he selected "severely 
depressed" patients that were admitted at the mental hospital... 

It seems unconscionable that Savage would call such research a form of "treatment," since he 
carefully selected identical patients... that he intentionally didn’t "treat" in order to have a 
control group. He was clearly experimenting, not treating. 

– topsecretwriters.com

https://www.topsecretwriters.com/2012/02/project-chatter-navy-lsd-experiments/


Cointelpro
Sabotaged constitutionally-protected political activity using 

unethical and illegal means.

• Named for: COunter INTELligence PROgram.

• A series of secret projects conducted by the FBI between 

1956 and 1971 aimed at “neutralizing political 

dissidents”.

• On public record, the FBI defined “neutralization” as 

including “making them incapable of engaging in political 

activity by whatever means.” (cldc.org)

• Included spying on, infiltrating, discrediting, disrupting 

and destroying American organizations considered 

“subversive,” with a particular focus on the Black Panther 

Party.

• FBI COINTELPRO documents include: “expose, disrupt, 

misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize the activities 

of the Black nationalists”. (pbs.org)

The FBI used the COINTELPRO program 
to investigate “radical” national political 
groups... This of course meant that the 
FBI specifically targeted American 
citizens… The Black Panther Party was 
specifically targeted... Of the 295 
documented actions taken by 
COINTELPRO to disrupt Black groups, 
233 were directed against the Black 
Panther Party.

– PBS.org

https://cldc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/COINTELPRO.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/hueypnewton/actions/actions_cointelpro.html
https://www.pbs.org/hueypnewton/actions/actions_cointelpro.html


The most serious of the FBI disruption programs were those directed against "Black Nationalists." 
Agents were instructed to undertake actions to discredit these groups both within "the responsible 
Negro community" and to "Negro radicals," also "to the white community, both the responsible 
community" and to "liberals" who have vestiges of sympathy for militant black nationalists... 

A memo from J Edgar Hoover to FBI field offices laid out [these] goals: "to prevent the coalition of 
militant black nationalist groups;" "to prevent the rise of a messiah who could unify and electrify the 
militant black nationalist movement;" "to prevent violence on the part of black nationalist groups;" "to 
prevent militant black nationalist groups and leaders from gaining respectability;" and "to prevent the 
long-range growth of militant black nationalist organizations, especially among youth." 

Included in the program were a broad spectrum of civil rights and religious groups. Targets included 
Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, Eldridge Cleaver, and Elijah Muhammad... At its 
most extreme, political dissidents have been eliminated outright or sent to prison for the rest of their 
lives... Many more were "neutralized" by intimidation, harassment, discrediting, snitch jacketing, a 
whole assortment of authoritarian and illegal tactics. 

– Paul Wolf

https://cldc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/COINTELPRO.pdf


Hades / Ranch Hand
Sprayed poisons on 6 million acres of land in Vietnam, causing 

civilian deaths by poisoning and starvation + horrifying birth 

defects in children of those exposed; the VA acknowledges 

more than 14 forms of cancer and other nerve and heart 

diseases directly associated with Agent Orange exposure.

• Nearly four-fifths of the population lived in rural areas.

• Companies profiting from the spraying included Dow and 

Monsanto.

• Agent Orange used in Vietnam was thirteen times more 

concentrated than that used domestically. Agent White was 

so long-lasting in the environment that it was never allowed 

to be used on U.S. soil. Agent Blue was 54% arsenic.

• Caused deaths from poisoning and starvation, health issues 

and birth defects.

• Despite worldwide cries, individuals within the U.S. 

government, commercial companies and mainstream 

science deemed the poisons safe or “inconclusive.”

• In 1969, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (AAAS) 

formed a committee led by Matthew Meselson, to study 

Agent Orange in Vietnam. As a result, a petition with 5,000 

scientist signatures was sent to the U.S. President, urging 

him to stop spraying, on the grounds of establishing a 

dangerous precedent in chemical and biological 

warfare. (Marshall Thomas)

• The name Operation Hades was later changed to 

Operation Ranch Hand, but it kept the satanic symbol: a 

smiling devil with pitchfork.

• Developed by the Pentagon’s Advanced Research 

Projects Agency (ARPA).

• Intended to destroy the jungle canopy to clear areas of 

concealment and destroy the food supply.

• In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, sprayed toxic 

chemicals over more than one-fifth of all the forests in 

what was then South Vietnam. (progressive.org)

• By 1971, 6 million acres had been sprayed; more than a 

third of forestland was sprayed at least once (Michael 

Uhl); at least 15% of croplands were sprayed.

https://www.amazon.com/MONARCH-Phoenix-Program-marshall-thomas/dp/1466329319/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=marshall+thomas+monarch&qid=1552840310&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://progressive.org/dispatches/agent-orange-its-legacy-endures/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+ware+i+survived+was+vietnam&ref=nb_sb_noss


MK Ultra / Monarch

Traumatic experiments on children, mentally ill and other 

people without their consent, designed to alter the mind and 

to achieve mind control. 

Experiments included: 

• Powerful mind-altering drugs such as barbituates, 

amphetamines and synthetic hallucinogens

• Hypnosis to stimulate fears which could be exploited to 

gain intelligence

• Sensory deprivation

• Electroshock

• Paralytic drugs

• Initially established to develop a truth serum, MK Ultra 

evolved into using chemical and biological weapons to alter 

the human mind and achieve mind control.

• It was treated with such secrecy that it was given multiple 

code names including Project MKNAOMI, MKDELTA and 

MKSEARCH.

• It grew into a “mammoth undertaking.” Carol Rutz reports 

149 subprojects contracted out to at least 80 institutions, 

with other sources using similar numbers.

• It’s unclear at what point the programs may have evolved 

into Project Monarch. (Here we provide information related 

to MK Ultra and Monarch programs.)

• Allen Dulles, then-director of the CIA, sanctioned the 

project on April 13, 1953.

• Inspired by Nazi doctors who had “proven proficient in 

breaking the mind and rebuilding it,” the MK Ultra 

experiments were run by previous Nazi scientists brought 

to the U.S. via Operation Paperclip.

• To increase secrecy, the experiments were spread out 

across multiple cities in numerous facilities, including 

college campuses and hospitals.



• “At first the CIA experimented mostly on prisoners, drug addicts and terminally sick destitutes… There 

was a problem, however. In these instances a certain modicum of informed consent was often 

required. Prisoners could get reduced sentences… drug addicts would get cash, drugs or treatment…. 

For the CIA researchers, any type of informed consent was antithetical to their research task, which 

was to make unwilling subjects talk and covertly elicit cooperation.” (counterpunch.og)

• The CIA experimented on many unwitting subjects including children, clients of prostitutes, mental 

patients and CIA agents.

• After they had been experimented on, subjects often reported depression, amnesia, paralysis, 

withdrawal, confusion, disorientation, pain, insomnia and schizophrenic-like mental states In 1973, 

after being tipped off about forthcoming investigations, CIA Director Richard Helms ordered the 

destruction of any MKULTRA records.

• Only because they had been incorrectly filed, a small subset of documents were uncovered in 1977 as 

part of two investigations (the U.S. Congress Church Committee and the Rockefeller Commission).

• Katie Serena writes, “Countless shows and movies have been inspired by the MKUltra events, most 

notably The Men Who Stare at Goats and Stranger Things… most people don’t realize just how accurate 

these seemingly-fictional accounts actually were.”

https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/11/17/the-cias-house-of-horrors-the-abominable-dr-gottlieb/


• Unlike the other programs here, there has been no official 

government confirmation of this particular project name. 

However, whether using the code name or not, there is 

extremely strong whistleblower testimony and investigative 

journalism reporting on the CIA’s infiltration of the media. 

(See birdseyeview.xyz)

• Operation Mockingbird began as an “alleged CIA project that 

recruited journalists to write fake stories promoting 

government ideas while dispelling communist ones,” 

expanding later “in order to influence foreign media as 

well.” (allthatisinteresting.com)

• Ex-CIA whistleblower Kevin Shipp testifies here that the “CIA 

has a direct, established contract with the mainstream 

media.”

Mockingbird
Subversion of the free press by using CIA spies as journalists 

in order to control the public debate.

• In the late 1960’s there were “a slew of articles published” 

about Operation Mockingbird.

• Carl Bernstein (who uncovered the Watergate scandal) 

spent six months investigating the relationship between the 

CIA and the media culminating in a 1977 cover story in 

Rolling Stone entitled The CIA and the Media: How 

America’s Most Powerful News Media Worked Hand in Glove 

with the Central Intelligence Agency and Why the Church 

Committee Covered it Up.

• Bernstein’s investigation exposed more than 400 American 

journalists doubling as CIA operatives, including reporters 

for The New York Times, Associated Press, Reuters, CBS and 

Time Inc.

• “Journalists were reportedly blackmailed and threatened 

into this network.” (allthatisinteresting.com)

https://allthatsinteresting.com/operation-mockingbird
https://birdseyeview.xyz/research-testimony-main-menu/what-is-the-deep-state/
https://allthatsinteresting.com/operation-mockingbird


In 1948 Frank Wisner was appointed director of the... espionage and counter-intelligence branch of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. Wisner was told to create an organization that concentrated on 
"propaganda, economic warfare; preventive direct action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage, 
demolition and evacuation measures..." 

Later that year Wisner established Mockingbird, a program to influence the domestic American 
media. 

Wisner recruited Philip Graham (Washington Post) to run the project within the industry. Graham 
himself recruited others who had worked for military intelligence during the war. This included James 
Truitt, Russell Wiggins, Phil Geyelin, John Hayes and Alan Barth. Others like Stewart Alsop, Joseph 
Alsop and James Reston, were recruited from within the Georgetown Set. According to Deborah 
Davis, the author of Katharine the Great (1979): "By the early 1950s, Wisner 'owned' respected 
members of the New York Times, Newsweek, CBS and other communications vehicles." 

– Spartacus Educational

https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKwisner.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKtruitt.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/NDstewart_alsop.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKalsop.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKgeorgetown.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKdavisD.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Katharine-Great-Graham-Washington-Post/dp/0941781135/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1205581528&sr=1-4
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKmockingbird.htm


Northwoods

U.S. Military operation to trick the American public and 

international community into supporting a war by attacking 

and killing innocent U.S. citizens and blaming it on 

terrorism.

• In 1962, Operation Northwoods was approved in 

writing by the Pentagon Joint Chiefs (the top generals 

of each branch of the U.S. armed forces) and submitted 

to the Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara.

• It proposed tricking the public into supporting a war 

with Cuba by attacking and killing innocent U.S. citizens 

and blaming it on terrorism.

• The proposal included blowing up a US ship and 

hijacking planes to create a false pretext for war.

• “The only reason the plans weren’t implemented is 

that the Kennedy administration rejected the 

plans.” (wanttoknow.info)

A series of well coordinated incidents will be 
planned to take place in and around 
Guantanamo to give genuine appearance of 
being done by hostile Cuban forces. 
Incidents to establish a credible attack:

• Start rumors (many). 
• Start riots near the base main gate.
• Blow up ammunition inside the base: start 

fires.
• Burn aircraft on air base (sabotage).
• Lob mortar shells from outside of base into 

base.
• Sabotage ship in harbor; large fires –

naphthalene.
• Sink ship near harbor entrance. Conduct 

funerals for mock-victims. 

– Operation Northwoods declassified 
documents

https://www.wanttoknow.info/010501operationnorthwoods
https://www.wanttoknow.info/010501operationnorthwoods


A series of well coordinated incidents will be planned to take place in and around Guantanamo to 
give genuine appearance of being done by hostile Cuban forces.

A. Incidents to establish a credible attack:

(1) Start rumors (many). Use clandestine radio.
(2) Land friendly Cubans in uniform "over-the-fence" to stage attack on base.
(3) Capture Cuban (friendly) saboteurs inside the base.
(4) Start riots near the base main gate (friendly Cubans).
(5) Blow up ammunition inside the base: start fires.
(6) Burn aircraft on air base (sabotage).
(7) Lob mortar shells from outside of base into base.
(8) Capture assault teams approaching from the sea or vicinity of Guantanamo City.
(9) Capture militia group which storms base.
(10) Sabotage ship in harbor; large fires – naphthalene.
(11) Sink ship near harbor entrance. Conduct funerals for mock-victims.

– Operations Northwoods declassified documents

https://www.wanttoknow.info/010501operationnorthwoods


Paperclip / Overcast

After World War II, the U.S. government secretly brought 

more than 1,000 Nazi war criminals to the U.S., without 

punishment or accountability. 

They provided the Nazis with aliases and powerful, 

influential positions in the U.S. government military and 

intelligence, and other organizations.

Declassified documents from the U.S. 
National Archives prove that through 
Operation Paperclip, the CIA, NASA, and 
many other branches of government 
provided aliases for top Nazi scientists to 
enter and be employed by the U.S., even 
though many of these had committed 
heinous war crimes.

– wanttoknow.info

https://www.wanttoknow.info/war/operation-paperclip


• Project Paperclip was originally called Operation Overcast.

• In the mid 1940’s, President Truman authorized Project Paperclip, a program designed to harness German scientific 

intelligence for the benefit of the U.S. military and to deny access to the Soviet Union.

• “A 1999 report to the Senate and the House said ‘between 1945 and 1955, 765 scientists, engineers, and technicians 

were brought to the US under Paperclip and similar programs.” (csglobe.com)

• Most other sources put the number much higher, often at around 1,600. (history.com)

• While the original authorization forbade the recruitment of Nazis, this directive was bypassed and eventually 

eliminated.

• Many ardent Nazis and war criminals who had participated in murderous medical experiments on human subjects in 

concentration camps were brought to the U.S. and given powerful positions.

• These included Major General Dr Walter Schreiber, the surgeon general of the Third Reich and others who had 

worked side by side with Adolf Hitler including Otto Ambros, Walter Dornberger and Wernher von Braun; von Braun 

eventually became direct of NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center.

• “Under Operation Paperclip, the scientists who helped the Third Reich wage war continued their weapons-related 

work for the U.S. government, developing rockets, chemical and biological weapons.” (Annie Jacobsen)

http://csglobe.com/cia-the-secrets-of-mind-control/
https://www.history.com/news/what-was-operation-paperclip
https://www.amazon.com/Operation-Paperclip-Intelligence-Program-Scientists-ebook/dp/B00BAXFBI2/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1552867170&sr=8-1


Phoenix

Sadistic torture and murder of innocent people.

• Created by the CIA in 1967 during the Vietnam War to target 

the Viet Cong.

• Used assassination, kidnapping and torture to target civilians 

who supported the Viet Cong. (thevietnamwar.info)

• Research of the CIA’s records found that for every Viet Cong 

agent who was killed, almost 5 innocent people were 

killed. (mcall.com)

• Reports include the program’s teams using rape, gang rape, 

rape using snakes, rape followed by murder, “the water 

treatment” and other forms of torture with most people dying 

during torture or being killed later. (thevietnamwar.info)

• Rejali describes the case of detainee Vhuyen Van Tai, who was 

subjected to electro-torture, water torture, beatings, stress 

positions, sleep deprivation and confinement in a freezing 

refrigerated room for two years. (mcall.com)

Although Phoenix was run and 
ostensibly controlled by the Saigon 
government, the CIA funded and 
administered it... 

The various Phoenix field forces... went 
to the villages and hamlets and 
attempted to identify the named 
individuals and "neutralize" them. 
Those on a list were arrested or 
captured for interrogation, or if they 
resisted, they were killed. 

– globalsecurity.org

https://thevietnamwar.info/the-controversy-of-phoenix-program/
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-phoenix-program-vietnam-denton-borhaug-yv-0923-20160922-story.html
https://thevietnamwar.info/the-controversy-of-phoenix-program/
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-phoenix-program-vietnam-denton-borhaug-yv-0923-20160922-story.html
https://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/ops/vietnam-phoenix.htm


Tuskegee Experiment

Doctors for the U.S. government recruited unwitting 

subjects through lies and bribery and then conducted 

inhumane research on them. The doctors withheld 

treatment, watching the victims suffer the effects of 

untreated syphilis, including blindness, insanity and death. 

• In 1932, doctors from the U.S. Public Health Service (PHS) 

told 399 men with latent syphilis they were being treated 

for general ailments when in fact they were being 

unwittingly used in an inhumane research study.

• The men were only given placebos despite the fact that 

penicillin was the recommended treatment for syphilis. 

• The participants were primarily sharecroppers, and many 

had never before visited a doctor; they had been recruited 

with fliers promising “colored people” special treatment 

for “bad blood” (a catchall term for a variety of ailments).

Hundreds of men — all black and many 
of them poor — signed up. Some of the 
men thought they were being treated for 
rheumatism or bad stomachs. They were 
promised free meals, free physicals and 
free burial insurance. 

– DeNeen L. Brown

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/05/16/youve-got-bad-blood-the-horror-of-the-tuskegee-syphilis-experiment/?utm_term=.d9cd3f6a5f2d


Covert Crimes

You might notice that much of the written evidence and 

congressional testimony is from years past. Does this 

imply that since these crimes were committed and 

uncovered that the corruption which made such horrors 

possible have been remedied?

There is no indication that this is so. While 

documentation may be harder to find, whistleblowers 

continue to report such crimes and FOIA requests 

continue to find evidence of cover-ups.

Instead of being reformed, the power systems that make 

such crimes possible have become more covert.

Wherever citizens gather freely to 
review public power or name violent 
injustice, we are also more likely to see 
covert violence. In democracies, the 
police, military, and the secret services 
are constrained... and monitored. 

Officers, agents and soldiers who 
decide that brutality is required will put 
a premium on methods which cause 
suffering and intimidation without 
leaving much in the way of 
embarrassing long-term visible 
evidence of brutality.

– Darius Rejali

https://www.amazon.com/Torture-Democracy-published-Princeton-University/dp/B008DZPMLG/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=torture+and+democracy&qid=1556307878&s=gateway&sr=8-1


In 2009, Princeton University Press published an 800-page book of research by Darius Rejali called 

Torture and Democracy. Rejali makes a number of points eminently clear, including:

• A victim who bears marks of violence will get sympathy and perhaps justice, but victims without 

scars get little attention from a skeptical public. 

• Thus, those who would abuse human rights are more likely to use stealthy means. 

• As the evidence about these government programs shows, numerous covert techniques of 

torture and control have been in use for more than 50 years. Technological advancements have, 

of course, increased the availability of such tools. 

• Rejali proves without a doubt that such stealthy means are MORE likely in a democracy due to a 

motivation to avoid evidence that overseers can use to hold them accountable.

https://www.amazon.com/Torture-Democracy-published-Princeton-University/dp/B008DZPMLG/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=torture+and+democracy&qid=1556307878&s=gateway&sr=8-1


Remedy & Reform

Citizens need to understand clearly 
what these techniques are [including 
“brainwashing” and “sensory 
deprivation”], where they come from, 
and what they do. Being able to talk 
intelligently about these techniques is 
a necessary civic skill. 

Citizens who cannot speak 
competently about cruelty are unable 
to protect themselves against tyranny 
and injustice.

– Darius Rejali

• Government officials have been entrusted by 

the public to act honorably. 

• They have been granted authority and resources 

by American citizens.

• Thus, these inhumane crimes are an abuse of 

public trust. 

• They are being done in our name, using our 

money and our resources.

• Remedy and reform is therefore only possible if 

we uphold our responsibility by revoking the 

power which has been abused, and holding the 

criminal actors accountable for their behavior.

Learn more at birdseyeview.xyz

https://www.amazon.com/Torture-Democracy-published-Princeton-University/dp/B008DZPMLG/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=torture+and+democracy&qid=1556307878&s=gateway&sr=8-1

